
Sacred, loving, celebratory – What if our birth spaces and health providers honored pregnancy and

birth as normal, sacred, and celebratory? At Birth Detroit, we believe that the spirit of care matters, and

we are working to open Detroit’s first freestanding birth center. Our mission is to make woman-

centered, family friendly, holistic care available to all birthing persons – regardless of ability to pay.

Birth center care improves outcomes, increases satisfaction – and, if it is culturally responsive, can

make a life or death difference for people of color by reducing disparities in care. We are no longer

asking permission to save our own lives. We can be leaders in our own care. 

 

 

Creating a birth center is a little like giving birth. There are similar stages of development: planning

(pregnancy), serving the community (labor and delivery), and sustaining the center (postpartum). In

each stage, three important pieces come together to make the vision a reality: the plan (Every birth

center needs a sound plan.); the people dedicated to serving the community; and the place, the

physical space that will embody the spirit of birth center care. The "Birth Post" will keep you posted.
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Detroit is growing...We are birthing a birth center!

OUR BODY. OUR BIRTH.

LEADERS IN OUR OWN CARE

BIRTHING A BIRTH CENTER

Did you know?
Research shows that 80% of people giving birth in the United States

could safely give birth in a birth center. 

A birth center is a freestanding, home-like place where midwives provide

prenatal, birth, and postpartum care.

There are over 345 birth centers across the country, 6 birth centers in

Michigan, and 0 birth centers in Detroit. 

98% of Birth Detroit community survey participants agree that a birth

center is a good idea for their community. 

Birth Detroit will provide easy access prenatal and postpartum care            

 with the option of a birth center birth, well-woman care, education and

support services.

Mission
To improve wellbeing and birth outcomes by making 

woman-centered, family-friendly, holistic care accessible 

to all birthing people - regardless of ability to pay.

info@birthdetroit.com

birthdetroit.com

#BirthDetroit2020
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OUR BODY. OUR BIRTH.

THE PLACE
We are ready to serve. We need support
to create a safe, quality, loving, culturally
affirming birth center space.

We have an executive director, midwives
and a community doula and childbirth
educator ready to staff a birth center and
serve Detroit families. We need starting
salary support.

THE PEOPLE

We did an online community survey. We
need support to do community listening
circles across the city. We collected public
health and service gap data to help choose
a location. We need support for a real
estate scan and facilit ies assessment. We
completed American Association of Birth
Centers How to Start a Birth Center
Training and learned about the national
legal landscape. We need support for a
local legal and regulatory analysis. We
developed a business plan. We need fund
development support. We registered as a
Michigan nonprofit. We need support to
complete federal 501c3 requirements.

THE PLAN

OUR TEAM
Development Team: 

Elon Geffrard

Char'ly Snow

Leseliey Welch

Nicole Marie White

 

Organizing Committee: 

Nia Batts

Douglas Bitonti Stewart

Sandra Bitonti Stewart 

Diana Derige 

Lisa Kane Low

 

For more information on the team of midwives,

doulas, entrepreneurs, birth and public health

advocates working to open Detroit's first birth

center, see www.birthdetroit.com.

 

 
We are at a key moment in birthing
Detroit’s first birth center. We
must move from volunteer 
staffing to raising the money for
key birth center building blocks: 
the people, the plan, the place. Birth Detroit wins top prize at Bumble

Bizz and Detroit Grows Women's
Entrepreneurship grant competition. 

to all of our

volunteers.        

 You make Birth

Detroit  possible.

A Special

Thank You


